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ARG. Messieurs, you must be so good as to excuse
all this.

ANG. Everyone has his own end to serve in marrying.
I only desire a husband whom I can really love, and
to whom I can wholly surrender myself. I confess
that I wish to proceed cautiously. There are some
who only take husbands to rid themselves of their
parents' control,, and to place themselves in a
position to do what they like. There are others^
Madam, who make marriage purely a business
concern, and only marry to gain settlements, or
to enrich themselves at the death of those they
marry : these run shamelessly from husband to
husband and appropriate the spoils of their chase.
Such persons as these are, truly, not very par-
ticular in the choice of their mates.

You seem to be very argumentative to-day ; I
should like to know what you mean by it.

ANG. I, Madam,  what should I mean save what I

have said?
B&L. You are too silly, my dear, to be endured any

longer.
ANG. You are very anxious to provoke an impertinent

answer, Madam ; but I promise that you shall not

have the pleasure.
B^L. Your insolence is unrivalled.
ANG. No, Madam, you can say what you like.
BJ&L. Your pride is absurd., your impertinent pre-

sumption offends every one.

ANG. All this, Madam, fails to move me. I shall be
prudent in spite of you ; and, in order to deprive
you of all hope of succeeding in what you desire,
I am going to take myself out of your sight.

ABG. Attend to me, there shall be no middle course
in this matter : before four days are up you must
marry either this gentleman, or a convent. Do not
put yourself about, I will manage her all right.